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City Center Partnership Brings to Life
Adopt a Planter Program, Beautifying Riverfront Drive 
15 City Center business agree to maintain flower planters
MANKATO, Minn. – June 16, 2010 – An initiative spearheaded by the City Center Partnership’s Aesthetics and Livability committee is taking bloom in the City Center.  With budget cuts planned there was a fear that our City Center, specifically the retail shopping areas of Riverfront Drive, would be left with no flowers as dollars to support the continuation of this maintenance were simply not there. 

Soon the City Center Partnership (CCP) and City of Mankato Parks Department worked together to develop a plan to save the flowers and even improve what exists in the area today.  The city had already purchased a number of large planters, however costs to maintain these planters were not able to be budgeted this year.  Volunteer Malda Farnham, with the Aesthetics and Livability team of the CCP, initiated a program rallying support for the planters by shop owners.
"Have you ever grown flowers?” Malda Farnham asks while speaking to the benefits of the program.  “Anyone can plant flowers but it’s what you do to care from them once planted that make them beautiful”  
Tami Paulsen, Chair of the Aesthetics and Livability committee shares “the Adopt a Planter program is a terrific example of government and business working together to enhance our community.  Response from the business community has been overwhelmingly positive and we now have a waiting list of businesses wanting to participate.  We hope that this pilot program is successful and we can expand it next year.”

Support was enormous and 15 retail business and individuals are doing their part to ensure the vibrancy of the City Center remains.  The following City Center business will support the maintenance of over 10 new planters and other existing planters in the area all summer long: The Wine Café, Encore!, The Coffee Hag, The Travel & Cruise Center, Colway Construction, Stephen Cleaners, Mary Lou’s Yarn and Ewe, Denco Lighting, Urban Escape, Minnesota Iron and Metal, Bradford Development, The Mane Event, Enchanted Forrest, Old Town Antiques and Mercantile, and The Little Red Shed.
“I think it’s a wonderful program and am excited to be a part of it”, comments Melissa Nelson with Bradford Development. “This is a minimal investment that makes a large impact on the aesthetic appeal of the City Center” she adds.
Each supporting business takes a different approach to their maintenance duties, some get all staff involved but Denco Lighting has a unique plan.  “We have an official watering person and then a 2nd in command to cover vacations. It helps to having a green thumb on your staff because these are not just marigolds that live though anything, you need to be vigilant on those hot summer days to keep these flowers beautiful”, says Jessica Kagermeier of Denco. “They really add to the atmosphere here in the City Center” she adds.
About The City Center Partnership
The City Center Partnership (CCP) was created in 2008 to enhance the vitality of the City Center. The CCP is lead by a 20 person volunteer based council and supporting sub-committee structure focused on strategic objectives of:  1. Increasing critical mass and business vitality in the City Center, 2.Advancing infrastructure development and aesthetic improvements to increase business activity and livability and 3. Securing sufficient resources for the City Center Partnership to accomplish its goals. The City Center Partnership, a public/private partnership, is a catalyst for implementation of the City Center Renaissance Plan and will support public and private investment in City Center projects, programs and initiatives that attract a greater number of customers, employees and residents to the City Center. For more information and to become and Investing Partner visit www.citycentermankato.com.
